
Copenhagenï before, during and after 
 

Editorialï Dr. Martin Hodson 
The last few months have been very busy ones for 

many of us involved in JRI. Undoubtedly the main 

reason has been the COP15 UN Climate Change 

Conference which was held from 7th to 18th Decem-
ber 2009 in Copenhagen, Denmark. Let us give you 

some insights into the run up, the conference, and 

the aftermath. Possibly the best way to do this is to 
work in chronological order, starting with our JRI 

Pre-Copenhagen consultation. 

 

Pre-Copenhagen Consultation 
On Wednesday November 18th 2009, forty JRI asso-
ciates and invited guests met at the Arthur Rank cen-

tre for a Pre-Copenhagen Consultation chaired by 

Revd. Dr. John Weaver. 

The speakers at the Consultation- left to right: Ann 

Pettifor, Ben Niblett, Richard Weaver, John Weaver 

(Chair) and Sir John Houghton. 
 

Sir John Houghton (President of JRI) was the first 

speaker, and considered ñThe Challenge of Climate 
Changeò. He covered the basics of climate change 

science, and then moved on to consider the major 

impacts: heat waves, droughts, floods, sea level rise, 

environmental refugees and biodiversity loss. It is 
now clear that if we do nothing to control emissions 

then we could see a 4-6oC rise in global temperature 

by the end of the century. It is essential that we keep 
temperature rise below 2oC, and to do this we need 

to peak global emissions by 2016. It will not be pos-

sible to correct an overshoot later. There is a moral 
imperative: we in the rich world have grown wealthy 

because of fossil fuels. We did not realise the dam-

age we were doing, or that it would land dispropor-

tionately on poor countries. Our imperative is to care 

for the Earth and for the poor. 

Ann Pettifor (Executive Director of Advocacy In-
ternational) said that we need to make a complete 

transformation of lifestyles and to start living as if 

we did not have fossil fuels available. Christians 

have a duty to play a genuinely evangelical role to 
show people how we can live the future. There is no 

mission more important. We have to deal with our 

economy and our ecology. We will have to live more 
locally, and not live beyond our means and our 

boundaries. We should model ourselves on Christ 

when he turned over the money tables in the Temple 

as described in Johnôs Gospel. Jesus went and got 
the cords to make a whip, and whipped the money 

lenders and overturned the tables. There was calcu-

lated and righteous anger in his act. What Ann finds 
is a lack of righteous anger from Christians today 

because of the easy money that has fuelled our over 

rich lifestyles. 

Richard Weaver (Tearfund Senior Policy Adviser - 

Climate Change and Disasters) looked at the impact 

of climate change on the poorest people and the role 
of advocacy. Tearfund was the first NGO to get in-

volved in the climate change negotiations and has 

been at each of the UN conferences since 1992. It is 
also involved with partners on the ground. Richard 

highlighted some of the issues facing poor countries 

like India, Bangladesh, Malawi and Nepal. When he 

looked forward to Copenhagen he considered that it 
would only be a good deal if it is good for the poor-

est communities. So a strong adaptation component 

is required. Both long term (2050) and short-term 
(2020) emissions targets are needed. We also need 

near-term and long-term finance and support, and a 

financial architecture that is fair to all and seeks to 

give continued support to the least developed coun-

tries. 

Ben Niblett (Tearfund Campaigns Team Leader) 
wanted to talk about the response - what people can 

do and how you can persuade more people to do 

more? What does it take to motivate people? Facts 

alone rarely get people to take action. We need to 
campaign because we canôt solve the problem by just 

No 22 January 2010 



giving money. Ben encouraged everyone to attend 
The Wave demonstration on 5th December 2009 (see 

below). Not all campaigns involve rallies and other 

examples include: 

a. Sending messages to politicians, especially if you 
can do it face to face. Or you can send postcards like 

Act Fast from Tearfund. 

b. The Climate Justice Fund - helps churches work 
out their carbon footprint and pay an Anglican dio-

cese in Africa to deal with the damage there. 

c. Superbadger ï if you are on Face-
book then you can campaign from 

your computer. See http://

apps.facebook.com/superbadger/ 

Finally, Ben compared this with the 
campaign against slavery - that took 

30 years and we can't take that long. 

We need to be smarter and faster, but we have had 

200 years to learn so we should be able to do it!! 

Full notes on all the talks can be found at: 

http://www.jri.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/
uploads/PreCopNotes.pdf 

The Wave 
JRI is mostly about thinking, education and advo-

cacy on environmental issues, but I guess there are 

times when all of us feel called to take some action. 
Spurred on by Ben Niblett quite a number of us went 

to The Wave, and here we present two reports. 

Dr. Martin Hodson writes: 
Since we moved to Haddenham, Margot and I have 

been very involved in Transition Thame and District 

(TTD), a local group looking into living a more sus-
tainable lifestyle. The Wave began for us two Sun-

day afternoons before, when we had a special banner 

making session with TTD in the Scout Hut. In the 

summer the Climate Rush visited us in Haddenham, 
and stayed on the village green. They gave us some 

tips on banner making, and these proved very useful. 

We all drew around our hands, and then stuck the 

images onto the banner. The completed product 
looked great!  

Margot and I decided to go to The Wave on the bus 

organised by TTD. A fair number from St Maryôs, 

Haddenham were on the bus with us, as were people 
from both the Baptist and Methodist churches. Gros-

venor Square was absolutely packed with people 

from all ages and backgrounds. Many were dressed 
in shades of blue, and there were lots of placards, 

banners etc. We had a long wait before we set out on 

the march, and were nowhere near the Houses of 
Parliament at 3.00 p.m. when the aim was to sur-

round the Houses of Parliament and carry out ñThe 

Waveò. 

Two other JRI people who went to The Wave were 

Paul and Fran Houghton. We asked Paul to report on 

the special service he attended. Paul Houghton (JRI 

Treasurer) writes: 

The purpose of this event was to focus on the crucial 

need for world governments to take action on the 
causes of climate 

chaos. An ecu-

menical service 

in Central Hall, 
Westminster at 

11 oôclock was 

one of the first 
events of the day.  

The building was 

packed out and 
there was a fur-

ther crowd outside unable to squeeze in - about 

3,500 altogether. The Archbishop of Canterbury de-

livered a very bible-based and challenging address, 
focussing on climate change as an issue of justice in 

a media dominated age. The worship was led by a 

Holy Trinity, Brompton music group. Songs in-
cluded óHow Great Thou Artô and óAmazing Graceô 

and the volume of sound during worship was such 

that the song sheets vibrated in our hands! The ser-

vice was introduced by the new Director of the 
Evangelical Alliance and included óeffects of a 

changing climateô interviews with representatives 

from international organisations.  The President of 
the Methodist Conference led a Climate Change Act 

of Repentance.  Key passages from Job 38 and Ro-

mans 8 were read by Joel Edwards and The 
Archbishop of Westminster who also led the prayers 

and pronounced the final blessing. Then . . . off to 

support the march, with many other environmental 

groups, ending up at Westminster Bridge and the 
Houses of Parliament. It was interesting that most 

media reports totally ignored the strong faith compo-

nent of the whole event. 

 


