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Editoriali Dr. Martin Hodson deserve it. In the afternoon sessions we also looked
As | write at the end of 2011 | can look back onwlsat s ome of the fAsolutions. 0
has been an excellent year for JRI, with real prograssost worse than the problem. Massive-geo
to report in all of the areas in which we specialise:engineeringis putting iron filings or lime into the
conferences; publications; and courses. We will oceans sensible? It was suggested we may need to
return to those later in this newsletter, but first we move some organisms or even whole ecosystems
must consider what has been happening on climateom one badly affected area of the world to another
change in 2011. that is less affected. Is there any choice? Few people
at the meeting seemed to think that the maximum

Climate change, Durban and all that 2°C increase target for global temperature that most
| think it likely that 2011 will go down as the year Scientists would like to see is likely or even possible.
when we started to realise that the climate really i0st were reckoning on #@ increase as the most
changing. Up until relatively recently, although thellkely-

science had been strongly suggesting that changes _ o
were under way, for most people it seemed a theoVhen we moved on to climate change _pollcy, it was
retical concept. Now the sheer number of extremeCl€ar that the gap between what the science was
climatic events in the last 18 months, the number 8fYing and where we are at on policy is huge. The
broken weather records, and the number of peopl@resent policies on the table will put us well above
affected are beginning to hit home. It seems morethe levels of carbon dioxide emissions for@2
and more people accept thirge changing. The glob_al rise. Prof. Robert Watson (Chief Scientific
science base has also been gaining strength, andA&¢égor, Department for Environment, Food and
the fAsceptico group of Rua Affgirs (Defra)dnthe Pihe yas later
ley concluded that the temperature has beenrising "1 ghted in the 2012
over the last century. Climate modelling has beensummeo(l) it up for me by saying we shouidp r e
getting better, and we are now seeing attempts tofor a35°C  wa r me r Evenonme lindhat eoom
assess the probability that certain individual weattférthe Royal Society knew that this would lead to
events are due to anthropogenic emissions. massive bl_odlver5|_ty loss and ml!llons of people
dying, particularly in the developing world. So
As JRI Operations Manager | had the opportunity ggmehow the policy deadlock needs to be broken to
assess the latest on the science of climate changdWRdhis around. For more details on this conference
the policy issues surrounding it at the conference S€€ the report frorirdLife International

Climate Change: Biodiversity and People on the _ ,
Front Lineat the Royal Society in London on 9th Strangely, it seems that although the evidence for

Nov. 2011. The conference was jointly sponsorecflimate change is getting even stronger, and the
by RSPB, Natural England and WWF. The sciencgffects are now becoming more and more visible,
of climate change looked clearer than ever, but w&limate scepticism in all its forms continues almost
are also beginning to see the impacts. Most obviolgbridled. This became evident as we approached

perhaps, are the changes in terrestrial organisms the United Nations climate change meeting in
earlier flowering and bud break in the spring, ~ Durban, South Africa (COP17). There was the

moving polewards, up mountains and potentially highly cynical attempt to derail the process with the
dying out. Then there are impacts on vulnerable release of yet more hacked emails between climate
areas such as the Amazon and Polar regions. No Scientists (so called ClimateGate 2.0). Fortunately,
doubts major changes are happening already andthis time the emails had relatively little exposure,
very quickly. The biggest changes, however, are ignd most people took this incident for what it was.
the oceans which are much less studied than terrdg-the weeks running up to Durban two senior

trial areas. clerics, the Bishop of Chester, Dr Peter Forster

We are also beginning to see some of the effects gghurch of England), and Cardinal Pell, the Roman
climate change on people. Of course it is the poorCatholic Archbishop of Sydney, wrote articles or

who suffer most, and they have done the least to 9ave speeches which were highly sceptical of human
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http://www.birdlife.org/community/2011/11/world-experts-discuss-climate-change-at-rspb-co-organised-event/

-induced climate change. Both are heavily associdtetd s eems t hat @AThe Dur ban
with Lord L awstank dhe Glabal e framéwork forremissikns cuts that would put the
Warming Policy Foundation. There were several world on course for the’€ target, but that at present
strong responses to both clerics. Prof. Bob White wéry few of the large emitters look likely to agree to
the Faraday Institute, is also a Director of JRI, andsuch cuts. How difficult this whole process is likely
wrote a strong reply to the Bishop of Chester in th&o be was illustrated just days after the Durban
Church Times. Operation Noah reproduced the exconference ended when Canada announced that it
cellent response of Bishop David Atkinson. If youwas withdrawing from the Kyoto Protocol. So even
wish to follow this story in more detail then go if governments sign up to cuts they can always pull
HERE out later if they prove too costly. There is no doubt
that very hard rounds of negotiations lie ahead in the
And so we arrived at the Durban conference itselfnext two years.
Unlike the Copenhagen conference two years ago
here expectations were low before the meeting. ItFinally, a brief return to science. In December it was
was recognised that many powerful nations, includeported that large amounts of methane have been
ing the United States, Canada, China, India and found bubbling to the surface in the Arctic, north of
Brazil were less than keen on any sort of deal, an&iberia, as the sea ice has retreated. Methane is a
certainly not a legally binding one. It was left to therery powerful greenhouse gas, and if these reports
European Union to lead the way, and they formedaae confirmed then it could indicate that an important

P

strong alliance with the poor nations of theworld,it i ppi ng point o6 has already

and those most at risk from climate change. As  As Anjali Appadurai said in Durbai.ou have been
seems to now be usual, the conference well overraagotiating all of my life. In that time you have failed

its allotted ti me, b e f 1 meet ptediges. Yoehave miksedtargets and youi T h e

Durban Pl atfor md was s havelbmkenpromises. conf erence itsel

was not that remarkable, but the speech by youth
delegate Anjali Appadurai certainly was. If you have. Martin Hodson (JRI Operations Manager)
not seen it then it is well worth looki¢ERE

CRES News

So the question is whethe A
has any hope of reaching the level of emissions ct: ﬁii i = ‘ Al

that will be needed to keep us below tH€ thcrease » L
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in temperature which most scientists would like to
see? As is usually the case after such meetings o}
ions were divided. There was little doubt that with-
out the leadership shown by the European Union
and particularly by Connie Hedegaard, the Danis
politician and European Commissioner for Climat
Action, the whole process would have fallen apar
Chris Huhne (UK energy and climate secretary) s
of HedegaardShe held everything together in a ve
impressive mannéra class act.
Huhne summed up what he felt as he left Durban:
This is a great success for European diplomacy. :
We've managed to bring the major emitters like theRgs speakers (1. to r.): Kailean Khongsai; Martin
US, India and China into a roadmap which will sepomjnic; Nigel Hewish; and Tim Fox.
cure an overarching global deal. The Annual CRES residential was held on the 9th
~__and 10th September 2011 at Ripon College Cuddes-
Other commentators were much less optimistic, agen nr. Oxford. It was a really good two days with a
most of the norgovernmental organisation_s fglt the‘very varied programme. Four students gave presen-
deal was far too weak. Tearfund concludBhing, ations on their dissertations. Tim Fox was awarded
ambition and equity were key concerns during COPpiploma, and Martin Dominic and Nigel Hewish
17 and, looking at the outcomes from Durban  certificates. Congratulations to all three! Kailean
through these lenses, we are concerned that the fifighngsai passed his dissertation, At the residential
commitments were weak and leave too much roofe were pleased to be able to report that six new
for interpretation.The full Tearfund analysis can best,dents have started on the course this year. We
viewedHERE wish them well with their studies.


http://www.jri.org.uk/index.php/2011/11/response-to-the-bishop-of-chester-from-prof-bob-white/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ko3e6G_7GY4&feature=relmfu
http://justpolicy.wordpress.com/2011/12/14/outcome-of-the-durban-climate-talks/

(If you would like to join us on the CRES course Bj|ll McKibben and 350.0rg
next September you will be very welcome! Go t0 | js not possible here to do justice to all of the
www.cres.org.ukor details) material covered at the Sustainability in Crisis
conference. Rather we will focus on Bill McKibben,
FOOD MATTERS at Holland House  who spoke on sustainable consumption. McKibben
e is the founder and leader 80.orgwho have
tirelessly campaigned on climate change around the
world. Their most recent high profile campaign has
been against the building of the Keystone XL pipe-
line from Alberta, Canada to the Gulf Coast of
Texas. The pipeline is intended to carry synthetic
crude oil extracted from the Athabasca Tar Sands to
the energy hungry United States. The environmental
problems with this are huge and include: massive
destruction of northern forests; large amounts of en-
ergy and carbon emissions expended on extracting
the crude (many claim this was the main reason that
Canada recently pulled out of the Kyoto Protocol);
and the potential for pipelines bursting thereby
contaminating aquifers. McKibben and 350.0rg have
AFood Matterso, hel d oledthtasnpaigSaganstehmbuddng o thelpipeling.a s
the first of what we hope will be a series of events@vter 1000 people, including McKibben himself, the
Holland House near Pershore in Worcestershire aNASA climate scientist, James Hansen, and actress
we had 15 present. After arriving we had coffee azhryl Hannah, were arrested in the naolent
Dr. Mike Rayner led us in a session on The Bible protests at the White House in the summer of 2011.
and Food. The middle of the day either side of lun€m 7th November 2011, twelve thousand environ-
was spent on bread making and Mike had written mental protestors formed a human chain around the
special liturgy* to go with it. Lunch was excellent White House. Four days later, President Obama
you can see why Holland House has won awardslannounced thathe decision on the pipeline permit
Graham Gooderham of the local Transition would be delayed until at least 2013, pending further
Movement then told us about his work on local foahvironmental reviewAs we write, however, there
After Tea we had Holy Communion led by Rev. lare concerted efforts going on to overturn this
Spencer, warden of Holland House, using the breaécision.
we had made and local wine. It was a wonderful day,
and hopefully the start of a fruitful collaboration. Speaking in Cambridge, McKibben said thatnon
* This can be downloadedERE violent protest was an important means of tackling
the climate change issue. He cited the example of his

Sustainabiﬁty in Crisis SUSTALNABILITY home state, Vermont, which had a very well devel-

Sustainability in Crisis was a thr@ INESRALY K oped agriculture system, with much organic and

-day crosadisciplinary consulta- ,//f N ocally y gr %WT] TIO rod LIJ\/IC e and m
tion held at the Faraday Institute N (in many ways this is what the Transition Movement

in Cambridge (268th Septembe \ .@’% W are aiming at_). However, just one extreme w_eather

2011). Many JRI personnel event, the rains foIIOW|_ng Hurricane Irene, wiped out
attended this excellent meeting. much of this progress in Vermont. McKibben argues
The keynote speakers were; Pal that the time frame on climate change is too short to

Chambers, Juliet Davenport, Paul Ekins, Fazlun Only engage in local sustainable projects. Hence his

Khalid, Satish Kumar, Bill McKibben, Ann Pettifor frantic schedule and willingness to get arrested.

and Elaine Storkey. The topics included sustainabP i ni ons wi t hin JRI will va
growth, sustainable consumption, sustainable ~ ©dology, and maybe we should have a debate on this

production, spirituality and sustainability, governinky IS Norviolent protest justified in the present cir-
for sustainability, religion and sustainability in cumstances? Is getting arrested justified? But what-

global perspective, and faith in a sustainable futur8Ver we think of the means used, the vast majority of
The Faraday Institute have uploaded all of the talk¢ S woul d agree with McKibbe
to their web sitéelERE



http://www.cres.org.uk
http://mikeraynersermons.blogspot.com/2011/09/contemplative-bread-making.html
http://www.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/sustainability/
http://www.350.org

Christopher

Jones MBE
Christopher Jones, the
ATP* co-director, was
presented with his
MBE by the Queen at
Buckingham Palace on

30th November 2011. The picture shows left to

right: daughter Annabel; wife Ita; Christopher mBemagery of final judgment in Revela-

and daughter Catherine. Congratulations again!
* ATP is jointly managed by JRI, the Church
Mission Society (CMS), and the Agricultural
Christian Fellowship (ACF).

Water: Global Challenges

for the 21st Century

We are delighted that the 2012 JR
and Redcliffe College Environmen’«
Conference will this year be in par
nership with Tearfund. The meeti
will take place on Saturday, 3rd

March 2012 between 09:30 and 16:30 at Redclifﬁg
College in Gloucester. Water is vital to life, yet this
century will see increasing challenges of shortage

and saturation, droughts and floods. This confere

will help you grapple with the issues from a Chris-
tian perspective, with a variety of speakers and-fir
hand accounts of how the issues affect people ar e

the world. Speakers include: Frank Greaves and
Yardley (Tearfund); Barbara Brighouse (Christian
Engineers in Development); John Bimson (Trinity
College, Bristol); Trevor Muten (Tapajos Limited);
Micheal Travis (BefGurion University of the
Negev, Israel); Claire Ashton (The John Ray
Initiative); and Richard Carter (Water Aid).

For more details and booking ¢i=RE

NEW PUBLICATIONS

Climate Change, Faith and Rural
Communities

We are pleased to announce the publication of Cl

mate Change, Faith and Rural
Communities by Martin J.

Hodson and Margot R. Hod-
son. This attractive 40 page

CLIMATE CHANGE,
FAITH AND RURAL COMMUNITIES

copies please enquire at admin@jri.org.uk For more
details gtHERE

Apocalypse Now

JRI Briefing Pap nApo
Now? The Book of Revelation and t
Environment al Cr i'S no
able. Simon Woodman argues that t
tion offer its audience an

that, however powerful the forces currently opposing
their faithful witness, these satanic systems will ulti-
mately be called to account for their opposition to
Godolsr eamki ng ki ngdomo.
HERE

Down

Loving the Least of These

This important report has recently

been released by the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelicals (NAE) in the

States. NAEsayve hope ALovVi
he Least of Theseo
ol for the evangelical community in
considering how to respond to the

ng

wi || be

biblical mandates to care for creation
¥l for the poor. In particular, the
AE wants to move the discussion to local churches,
hristian college students, and supporters of mis-
s and relief and development organizations.
Swnload thisHERE.

Afterword

JRI remains absolutely committed to its key aim of
Christian environmental education. So we run our
courses, put on conferences, and produce publica-
tions. We are a thinkank. We are not primarily a
campaigning organisation, although we do conduct
some high level advocacy. We do work with all
kinds of people, and we do admire the good works of
others. As 2011 closes we are thankful for the
dedication of Anjali Appadurai, Connie Hedegaard
and Bill McKibben. In very different ways they

i§howed us what can be done. In 2012 let us resolve
t redoubl e our ef forts to
creation.

wil be thefture?

booklet is a product of the Ac
riculture and Theology Proje
(ATP). Copies can be ordere
from the JRI office at the ad¥

to the John Ray Initiative for :
£3.50 (inc. P&P). For multip| dEN s

The John Ray Initiative
Room PH201, Francis Close Campus,
University of Gloucestershire,
Swindon Road, Cheltenham, Glos., GL50 4AZ
Www.jri.org.uk
admin@jri.org.uk
01242 714821

The John Ray Initiative Ltd is a company limited by guarantee. Registered Charity No 10i
Company Registration No 3420063. Registered Office as above.
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http://www.redcliffe.org/Events/vw/1/ItemID/87
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